Dear AAU Referee, December 5, 2025

Here is the preliminary referee registration information for the 2026 AAU National Volleyball Championships.
Everyone is invited to apply, however, acceptance is not guaranteed.

REFEREE REGISTRATION

Referee registration will be handled differently in 2026. Registration in volleysign.com will only be
open from December 15 until January 9. Once registration closes, the correct number of referees
per session will be selected and notified on (or before) January 30. You should not make any travel
arrangements until after you have been accepted. If additional referees are needed after January
30, registration will be re-opened at that time.

You may register for as many sessions as you want, but you might not be accepted for all sessions.
If you book travel and are only selected for certain sessions, it does not mean that | can/will accept
you for additional sessions.

You MUST be able to work all 4 days in one session. Itis NOT possible to only work part of a
session. The AAU tournament finishes and overlaps some other summer tournaments. Check the
dates of all events very carefully, taking into consideration travel times and pre-tournament
meetings before you register to work and make your travel plans. Keep in mind my need to cover
all finals, etc., which means you should NOT make travel arrangements to leave Orlando before 5
pm on the final day.

All officials at this tournament must be at least 18 years of age with at least 2 years of officiating
experience.

REGISTRATION OPTIONS

1. If you choose to only officiate only one session, that session can only be during session 3,
session 4, session 5, or session 6. Referees WILL NOT be accepted for single sessions
during session 1 or session 2.

2. Referees will have preferred acceptance if you register for a minimum of 2 consecutive
sessions.

All registrants will be considered for participation. Referees will be selected by groups and could be randomly drawn
from that group depending on the number of applications. Groups could include: certification levels, those who have
attended regularly in the past, candidates for certification upgrades this summer, first time attendees, etc.
Registering for one session only does not give you anymore priority for that session than any other referee. Strong
consideration will be given to those who are able to work session 3 and session 4.

Referee registration will be on volleysign.com. If you worked at the AAU National Championships in
2025, you already have a volleysign.com account. Just log in to search for the event named 2026
AAU National Championships. Once you find the event, click on the ‘Apply Now’ button. From
there, you will select the sessions you are applying for, then click SUBMIT.

If you do not have a Volleysign account, you will need to create one. Go to volleysign.com/register
to begin the process. At the completion of your account creation, search for the event named 2026
AAU National Championships. Once you find the event, click on the ‘Apply Now’ button. From
there, you will select the sessions you are applying for, then click SUBMIT

After you are accepted, you must have a current membership number noted in Volleysign.
You can always update any information in your Volleysign account by clicking on ‘Profile’.

Acceptances or declines will be noted in Volleysign.


https://volleysign.com/
https://volleysign.com/
https://volleysign.com/
https://volleysign.com/register

This year there will be four consecutive 4-day separate girls sessions. In addition, there will be two sessions of Boys
Championships. There will be a couple of girls championship divisions that will be held during the boys
championships but will be held in a separate facility.

The court configuration is different in 2026. In the first 2 sessions, all of halls A/B north and south will be used (150
courts). The west concourse will be added for sessions 3 and 4 with an additional 25 courts for a total of 175 courts
being used. We will return to only the A/B north and south halls for the boys (135 cts) with the additional 25 courts
being used at the West concourse for the girls divisions. 500 referees will be used during the third and fourth
sessions. There is a prominent overlap with the USAV National Championships this year from June 21 until July 6.

AAU Dates of Play:
BESSIORN: TU/WE/TH/FR June 16 - 19, 2026 (150 courts used, 450 refs needed)
10U, 110, C, 120, P, C, Cl, 130, P, C, Sp, Cl, 18C, 18Cl

Session 2: SA/SU/MO/TU June 20 - 23, 2026 (150 courts used, 450 refs needed)
140, P, E, S, C, Sp, Cl, 150, P, E, 13A

Session 3: WE/TH/FR/SA June 24 - 27,2026 (175 courts used, 525 -550 refs needed)
160, P, Cl, 170, P, C, A, Sp, CI, 14A

Session 4: SU/MO/TU/WE June 28 — July 1, 2026 (175 courts used, 525 -550 refs needed)
16 E, S, Sp, Cl, 15C, S, Sp, Cl,

BOYSHE: FR/SA/SU/MO July 3 — July 6, 2026 (160 courts used, 475 refs needed)
All 12U, All 13U, All 16U, All 18U + Girls 16A and 15 Ascend

EE¥: TU/WE/TH/FR July 7 — July 10, 2026 (160 courts used, 475 refs needed)
All 14U, All 15U, All 17U + Girls 15A and 16 Ascend

AAU levels of play: Open (O), Premier (P), Elite (E), Select (S), Club (C), Aspire (A), Spirit (Sp), Classic (Cl)
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USAV GJINC 10’s—13’s: June 19-22 — Minneapolis
USAV GJINC 14’s—17’s: June 25—July 3 — Indianapolis (June 25-28 — 14/15, June 30-July 3 — 16/17)
USAV BJNC: July 8 — 11 - Phoenix

Volleyball Festival — 11’s-13’s — June 21-24 — Phoenix
Volleyball Festival — 14’s-18’s — June 25-28 - Phoenix

AAU MEMBERSHIP
All referees who work at the AAU National Championships must be AAU members. BEFORE you can register to
officiate at this event, you must register as an AAU member. A background screen is performed as part of the
membership process. Go to www.aausports.org and click on the “Join AAU” box. You will register as an ADULT
non-athlete.
The membership fee has increased last year to cover an enhanced background screen and insurance. It is considerably
cheaper to buy a 2 year membership.

You will need to complete some additional information for a background screening, which is part of an AAU membership.
One of the questions during the background screening asks about the state where you will be employed. Followed by an
additional question regarding your state of residence. Answer both questions with your home state. You will NOT be
employed in Florida for or by AAU. You are an independent contractor, so the information requested is about your current
regular employment.

You may call the AAU office to register if needed. Call them at 407-934-7200 and ask for membership. They have
Spanish speaking representatives who can assist you, if needed.

An AAU membership is good from September 1 through August 31 of the following year. If you bought a 2 year
membership last year, your membership number WILL CHANGE each year.

If you entered an expired AAU membership number in your Volleysign profile, you can return to your Volleysign profile and
update the number. You will NOT be accepted without a current AAU membership number.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

DO NOT MAKE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS UNTIL AFTER YOU ARE ACCEPTED! When making your arrival
arrangements into Orlando (airport code — MCO), allow a minimum of two hours from when your plane lands until
you arrive at the hotel. Baggage claim in Orlando is very slow, and traffic is always heavy between the airport and
the hotel.

When making your departure arrangements, you must allow for a minimum of 2% - 3 hours before your scheduled
departure time to be at the airport. Security lines are long at the Orlando airport almost any time of the day. You
should not plan to leave Orlando before 5 pm on the final day of the session. Having CLEAR or TSA Pre V helps
to speed up the process when going through security.

You can fly into the Sanford airport (SFB), but it is approx. 50 miles from the hotel with limited transportation options
you must arrange for yourself.

TRANSPORTATION
Transportation to and from the airport is NOT provided. There are several shuttle services available at the
Orlando airport. Uber/LYFT is available in Orlando and will pick up at the airport.

Transportation during the tournament between the hotel and playing venues IS provided. A bus service takes
referees from the hotel to the main convention center and back again. A bus will make continuous runs on the hour
from the hotel to the convention center throughout the day. Bus service to the west concourse will only be early in
the morning and from 7:00 pm- 10:00 pm in the evening. Any referees left after the bus service ends will be
transported by a staff member.

REFEREE CHECK-IN/PRE-TOURNAMENT MEETING

Referees must check in at AAU referee registration before 6 pm on the day prior to your start date. Information
about pre-tournament meetings will be sent later. _
HOTEL INFORMATION

We have similar housing options as last year. | have 75 rooms available at an extended stay hotel (which is more
than %4’s of the entire hotel). This hotel has a FULL size kitchen, living room and dining table as well as 2 bedrooms.
One bedroom has 2 queen beds, one room has a king bed and there will be a luxury sleeper sofa. Both bedrooms
have a bathroom. A maximum of 3 referees will be assigned to these rooms. You can request additional roommates
in the suites. Breakfast will not be provided at this hotel, but there will be bus transportation. There is a nice pool as


http://www.aausports.org/

well as a BBQ grill for your use. This hotel is located close to the Sheraton that we previously used. Lots of
restaurants and a grocery store are within walking distance. This hotel will be used mostly for the referees who will
be in attendance for the entire time.

In addition, | have another hotel with 2 queens, breakfast, microwave and refrigerator. Bus service provided.
So, start thinking about the friends you want to stay with during your time at the tournament.

Parking at the hotel for your personal car will be covered by AAU. You can drive your personal car to the convention
center, but there are NO PARKING PASSES available for any personal cars to park at the convention center. Bus
transportation is provided.

HOUSING POLICY

A shared hotel room (with another referee[s]) will be provided for each working official. Roommate requests will be
honored. All AAU complimentary housing will begin on the day prior to your first day of officiating and will end with
checkout on the last night of your assigned tournament date or the following day, if you live more than 2 hours from
Orlando or used airline transportation to get to Orlando. If you want to arrive early or stay later, you must make your
own housing arrangements. You can either find housing somewhere else in the city or you can request a room at
your assigned hotel. Housing requests will be made on Volleysign after acceptances are completed.

There could be a very limited number of single and family rooms available this year. Requests for single rooms and
family rooms could be housed at a different location.

We will no longer accept requests for early arrivals or late departures. All housing outside of the day prior to the start of
the session and the day following the finals must be made on your own.

FAMILY/SINGLE HOUSING POLICY
Payment for family rooms will be deducted from your final pay. At official’s check-in, you will receive a document
noting the amount that will be deducted from your payment.

The rate for referees who bring spouses or request a single room will be charged as follows:
The rate for a single room (king bed) is $75. The minimum rate for a family room (2 queen beds) is $100. Family
housing is NOT available at the suite hotel.

Special housing requests (single rooms or family housing) cannot be combined with regular housing requests. If you
request special housing, it must be made for the entire length of your stay.

ROOMMATES
After you are accepted, you will see a list of other accepted referees for that session. You can choose a
roommate(s) at that time. If you do not have a specific request, an appropriate match will be assigned.

SCOREKEEPING

You must be proficient at keeping score in order to attend this tournament. If you do not know how to keep score,
there is a scoring module posted on aauvolleyball.org (under the Rules tab). | hope you take time to watch this
module.

UNIFORM

The USAV referee uniform will be worn (no USAV branded apparel, certified volleyball official apparel only); white
certified polo (and on certain days, the USAV gray or blue shirts, if you own one), navy pants, white socks and white
shoes. Blue and gray shirts are not required, but can be worn on specific days, if you own them. ONLY AAU
outerwear can be worn (you will receive new outerwear this year). You will also receive a couple of shirts from the
tournament that will be worn on specific days. You cannot buy these shirts; they will be given to you as part of your
check-in process.

OTHER ITEMS of CONSIDERATION

If you are attending this tournament, you should be aware that there is extra time and an extreme amount of walking
involved. From the time your plane arrives until your luggage arrives can be a minimum of %2 hour. The travel time
from the airport to the hotel is a minimum of 2 hour. Travel from the hotel to the playing site is approximately 20
minutes. And the traffic is bad at almost all times of the day.

At the tournament, you must walk a considerable way from the parking lot or drop off area to the referee lounge or
referee office. Then it is another considerable walk from the referee lounge to the championship desk to pick up
your scoresheet and then another long walk to your court.

You need to be able to read email every day. There is important information that is sent out every day. You need to
be able to use your phone to enter match scores.



You MUST have a strong command of the English language. You must be able to communicate effectively
with English speaking participants.

Referees will work a regular tournament schedule — usually 6-8 matches (out of the 12 that are scheduled) per day
and will work 3-6 matches on the finals day. If a referee is in attendance for more than one 4-day session, you will
be given at least ¥z day off (to sleep in, wash laundry, go to dinner, or go to bed early). The mandatory 2 day off is
not negotiable.

REFEREE PAY

If this is your first time officiating at this event, you will be paid an introductory (15t time) rate. If you worked in 2024
or 2025, you will be paid the 2026 rate. If you did not work in 2024 or 2025, you will be paid the 1st time rate

Match Pay 1%t time 2026

N 48 50
IN 47 48
R 44 45
P+ 40 42
Prov <3yrs 36 38

In addition to your match pay, you will also receive a daily travel stipend:
- $20 per day for full day worked (both waves) plus an additional $20 for each complete session worked.
- $25 perday for JN/N for boys sessions

LOGISTICS SUMMARY

- You will be provided with a free hotel room shared with another referee(s) for each day that you work.
- You will also receive some VIK (AAU shirts and jacket).

- Transportation to/from the airport to the hotel will NOT be provided.

- Transportation from the hotel to the playing sites IS provided.

If you are new to this tournament and are unfamiliar with all the tournament procedures, please read the AAU
General Information document on my website at http://www.omnevb.net/aau-national-championships.html.
Further information about specific uniforms will be sent later.

If you have any questions about the registration process or the tournament in general, please submit them in writing
to aauvbrefs@gmail.com. It's helpful for me to keep a written copy of my responses to you.

Final match pay will be made through a website called RefTown (reftown.com). You MUST complete a
registration in this system in order to be paid. RefTown will request bank information as a direct deposit
will be made. You must also complete a W-9. RefTown will send your 1099 at the end of the year.
Click on this link to go directly to the RefTown registration page. If you previously worked at the AAU
championships in 2024 or 2025, you will not need to create a new RefTown account. You already have
one. There is nothing additional for you to do unless you moved or your banking information has
changed.

Guest referees (those who are not US residents) will NOT complete a RefTown registration. If a referee
does not live in the United States and does not have a US social security number, you will be paid by
wire transfer. A specific form, along with a W-8 form will need to be completed later. You will need your
bank account info, along with the name and address of your bank and the bank routing number.

Additional information will be sent to those referees who are accepted.

Thank you for your interest in AAU Volleyball. | look forward to your participation,

SUE MAILHOT

www.omnevb.net aauvbrefs@gmail.com

402-598-4782 (cell) (please do not call, but text or email if possible)
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